A comparative clinical study of mefloquine and chloroquine in the treatment of vivax malaria.
Forty-six patients with Plasmodium vivax malaria were evaluated for their clinical and parasitological response to the two single doses of mefloquine in comparison with the standard 3-day treatment with chloroquine. The patients were randomly distributed into 3 groups. Group 1 with 13 patients were treated with a single dose 250 mg mefloquine, Group 2 with 15 patients were treated with a single dose 500 mg mefloquine and Group 3 with 18 cases were treated with the standard 3-day treatment course of 1,500 mg chloroquine. All patients in the three treatment group showed similar parasite, clearance time, fever clearance time and clearance time of signs and symptoms. There were no statistically significant differences between any of the groups. The age and weight, as well as the initial parasite count of the three groups were comparable. This study shows that mefloquine at the dosages used were as effective as the 3-day standard treatment with 1,500 mg chloroquine.